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Health Aides Deserve Better: PNP Calls Out Government Over Long-Standing Neglect 

 
Kingston, Jamaica. January 27, 2025: The People’s National Party (PNP) stands firmly with the 
Community Health Aides Association and the National Workers Union as they take a stand for 
fairness and respect in their two-day sickout. These hardworking health aides, who play a critical 
role in Jamaica’s healthcare system, have been fighting for years to get the government to 
address key issues like tailoring allowances, fair mileage reimbursements, and updated job 
descriptions. 
 
Junior Spokesperson on Health and Wellness, Jesse James Clarke, is urging the government to stop 
dragging its feet and start listening to the workers who keep the system running. 
 
“Our Community Health Aides go above and beyond every day to serve Jamaicans. It is appalling 
that they have to take such drastic measures just to get basic issues addressed,” Clarke said. “This 
is not just about allowances or job descriptions – it’s about showing respect to the people who 
serve our communities tirelessly.” 
 
The PNP is calling for immediate, meaningful dialogue between the government and the 
association to bring these long-standing matters to a fair resolution. The party emphasises that the 
sickout is not just a protest but a reflection of the deep frustration and neglect these workers have 
endured for far too long. 
 
“We can’t claim to value healthcare while ignoring the needs of those who deliver it. The 
government must act now,” Clarke added. 
 
The PNP remains committed to advocating for the rights and welfare of all Jamaicans, particularly 
the unsung heroes in healthcare who continue to serve with dedication despite the challenges. 
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